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DRAFT STATEMENT OF GAMBLING POLICY - 2019 - 2022

1. SUMMARY

1. To consult the Committee on the draft Statement of Gambling Policy (2019-
2022).

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 That the Committee considers the draft Statement of Gambling Policy 2019-
2022 at Appendix A to the report and submits a formal response through its 
Chairman.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1 The current Statement of Gambling Policy (the Policy) was adopted on 
3 January 2016, for a period of three years and will expire on 2 January 
2019

3.2 As the Licensing Authority, the Council is required to undertake a 
statutory consultation exercise before adopting its new Policy.  The 
consultation expires on 12 October 2018

3.3 At the Cabinet meeting on the 26 July 2018 [Min.No.37], it was 
resolved that the Licensing Committee be invited to provide a formal 
response to the consultation on the draft Gambling Policy at Appendix 
A to the report.

3.4 The Gambling Act 2005 provides a clear focus on the promotion of 
three statutory objectives which must be addressed when licensing 
functions are undertaken:

• preventing gambling from being a source of crime and disorder, 
being associated with crime and disorder or being used to support 
crime;

• ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way; and
• protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being 

harmed or exploited by gambling.

3.5 Each of the above objectives is of equal importance. There are no 
other statutory licensing objectives, so that the promotion of the three 
objectives is a paramount consideration at all times. 

3.6 Section 6 of the 2005 Act provides that, in carrying out its functions, a 
licensing authority must ‘have regard to’ guidance issued by the 
Gambling Commission. The Guidance (revised in September 2015) is 
therefore binding on all licensing authorities to that extent. However, 
this Guidance cannot anticipate every possible scenario or set of 
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circumstances that may arise and, as long as licensing authorities have 
properly understood this Guidance, they may depart from it if they have 
good reason to do so and can provide full reasons. Departure from this 
Guidance could give rise to an appeal or judicial review, and the 
reasons given will then be a key consideration for the courts when 
considering the lawfulness and merits of any decision taken Policy is 
intended to inform and guide applicants, responsible authorities and 
other persons about how the Authority will make licensing decisions. 

3.7 The draft Policy at Appendix A to the report contains no departures 
from the Guidance.

3.8 Once adopted, the Policy is intended to inform and guide applicants, 
responsible authorities and other persons about how the Licensing 
Authority will make licensing decisions.

3.9 The existence of a clear and robust statement of policy provides 
greater scope for licensing authorities to work in partnership with 
operators, other local businesses, communities, and responsible 
authorities to identify and to proactively mitigate local risks to the 
licensing objectives.

3.10 The adopted Policy should not: 
 compel applicants to complete an operating schedule or; 
 suggest that applicants provide any more detail than as required by 

law or; 
 duplicate other statutory requirements or other duties or 

responsibilities imposed by other legislation

3.11 The Committee is invited to consider the draft Policy at Appendix A to 
the report and to submit a formal response through its Chairman.

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

STRATEGIC AIM:  TO CREATE A SAFER BOROUGH IN WHICH TO 
LIVE, WORK AND SOCIALISE 

 
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES: SC 1: Use the Council’s statutory functions to 
increase public safety in the Borough

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk 
assessments

Financial Implications None

Legal Implications The statutory framework for the  Gambling Policy 
is provided in the Gambling Act 2005 and the 
extensive national guidance which has been 
issued following the enactment to the primary 
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legislation

Staffing Implications Licensing Section already in place.

Administrative Implications Licensing Section already in place.

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

Appendix A – Draft Statement of Gambling Policy 2019 - 2022 

BACKGROUND PAPERS

Documents consulted Date /
File Ref

Report Author Section and
Directorate

Exempt
Information 
Category

Gambling Act 2005
Gambling Commission 
Gambling Commission 
Guidance – March 2015 

12/06/2018 Joanne Philpott
(01322) 343024

Licensing 
Strategic

N/A


